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andaya Resort is so remark-
able, we were a bit surprised
that it isn’t famous. You may be
excused for not having heard
of Kandaya, as it’s only been
open a few months (since De-

cember 2014), and it has not started marketing

itself in earnest. Nevertheless, it is impressive, and
by “impressive,” we mean Kandaya’s environment,
the architecture and design, the landscaping, the
attention to detail, the service, the food and drink,
and the overall feeling that someone has thought
of you and what you might like.

That “someone” is the Yeung family, who
owns the resort. The story of Kandaya is the
story of the Yeung family, in many ways. Carlos
and Mariquita Yeung are a Hong Kong and Cebu
family with three adult children, Carla, Martin,
and Jewelle. Mariquita, née Salimbangon, grew
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up in nearby Medellin, Cebu, population about
50,000, a place known for its sugarcane planta-
tions and small refinery.

Mariquita went to visit her sister-in-law in
Hong Kong, and met Carlos, who describes him-
self, modestly, as a “struggling businessman” at the
time. “She is my lucky charm,” he says. Indeed, af-
ter they married, his business, in diamonds, blos-
somed, and he found great success. He has since
branched out to several other pursuits, including
property development.

Carlos and Mariquita are thoroughly mod-
ern parents who have given their children an
excellent education, and have let them pursue
their own directions in life. Carla, their eldest,
married a British man and lives in London with
their grandchildren. Martin works in the dia-
mond business and at Kandaya, which is his spe-
cial project. Jewelle, who recently completed her

studies in London, is an accomplished painter.

Kandaya is the core of the Yeung family.
It was originally the site of their beach house,
where the family would spend their Philippine
vacations as their children were growing up. Be-
cause the Salimbangons are a typically large fam-
ily, this beach house grew to include 13 rooms,
with different themes. The Yeungs shared many
happy years together at Kandaya, when the chil-
dren were young. When the children went off to
schools abroad, their time at Kandaya was cut
back to one visit a year.

After graduating from Pepperdine Univer-
sity in Los Angeles, Martin Yeung, who is named
after his maternal grandfather, proposed to the
family that they consider developing the prop-
erty into a resort. The original buildings, made
largely of wood, had deteriorated over time, and
had to be rebuilt anyway. The issue was whether




Mariquita Yeung, and husband Carlos, built
Kandaya from the family beach house.
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Martin Yeung:
‘It was a magical
place for me’
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Carlos Yeung plays host to
‘Asian Dragon’ EIC Apa Ongpin.

they would rebuild to the original function, as a
private but expansive beach house, or completely
transform the place into a world-class resort.
“When I was younger, we spent pretty
much all our holidays here,” says Martin. “That
included summers, Christmas, and Chinese New
Year” Martin speaks fluent Cebuano as a result of
those years. “It was a magical place for me. Hong

Kong is a vibrant city, but also a concrete jungle.

When we would come here, it was all nature. I ex-
perienced a totally different world. We were right
by the sea, we built a tree house, we had a little
farm. We would go out fishing and cook what we
caught. It was a wonderful time, growing up, and
I'wanted to share that magic.”

Indeed, from a philosophical point of view,
what else do we want our life to be about, but our

most precious experiences? Creating those expe-
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riences is the core goal of Kandaya, and the magic
shows in the details.

One of the most outstanding aspects of
Kandaya is undoubtedly the design, which was
the result of a deliberate thought process. Mar-
tin says the family wanted something different
from existing resorts: traditional Filipino culture
and style, but expressed in a modern approach,
by which he means purity of line, simple and
functional. The Yeungs contracted Manila archi-
tect Arlen P. de Guzman, who Martin thinks did
a fantastic job. “It’s not easy, putting the client’s

ideas on paper, and making them real. He made it

modern, but with a really homey feel”

De Guzman is an alumnus of the Univer-
sity of Santo Tomas. He first worked for LV.
Locsin and Partners, where he worked on such
landmark projects as the Philippine Plaza Hotel,
The Philippine Center for International Trade
Exhibitions (Philcite), the National Arts Center,
and the renovation of the Manila Hotel. He later

The beachfront villa is ideal for honeymooners and beach lovers.

A beautiful group of friends who were in Kandaya that weekend (from left): Len Olbes,
Jemellie Gonzales, Mariquita Yeung, Hera Geriene, Ann Ong, Mayenne Carmona and Linda Ley

84 MAY-JUNE2015




Kandaya Spa is a must for relaxing massages.

The infinity pool is easily accessible from the hotel.

worked for Dale Keller & Associates and Hirsch/
Bedner Associates in Hong Kong, then returned
to Manila in 1998 to start his own firm.

The family was intimately involved in the
design process. After articulating their basic de-
sign objectives with the architect, they browsed
mood boards to specify forms, colors, finishes.
The architect then generated renderings to show
how the buildings would look like. There were, of
course, tweaks during the building process itself.
Some attention was paid to energy efficiency and
resource planning. The designs create enough
shade to reduce heat load, and other innovations
to shrink the overall carbon footprint.

The design works out on many levels. The

main building features a grand lobby, which is
spectacular, but in many ways, it is the human-
sized details which are most impressive. In par-
ticular, the villas are built around expansive bath-
rooms that define luxury. Overall, though, the
design is all about restraint. It is durable and con-
crete without being blocky and cold. The build-
ings are set back from the beach and surrounded
by nature, not built practically up to the water-
line, like the worst parts of Boracay and Puerto
Galera. Above all, the scale is people-sized, not
palatial, which infuses the place with a family at-
mosphere.

Kandaya offers a wide variety of activities
and amenities, from water sports to a beautiful
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herb garden, and one of the standouts is the ex-
tensive gym, with a boxing ring. “Mixed martial
arts is one of the fastest-growing sports, in part
because it is the best workout,” says Martin, an
MMA enthusiast.

The food at Kandaya is excellent and
promptly served, as well as potentially healthy. I
said potentially, because you can also have lechon
kawali and other delights, but generally, the menu
is quite wholesome. The chef is a Thai national
who worked at Amanpulo, and the healthy influ-
ence must be that of Kandaya General Manager
Michael Di Lonardo, who previously worked at
wellness resort The Farm at San Benito. Di Lon-
ardo, a personable American emigré (he now calls
Italy home), specializes in delicious but healthy
cuisine, and even wrote a book of recipes.

Another key element of Kandaya is the ser-
vice. It is discreet, but always available. The min-
ute one needs something, a staft member appears
to make it happen. This is quite remarkable, con-
sidering the resort has only been in operation for
about four months.

“Our goal is to make everything right. It’s re-
ally about creating a memorable experience for
the guests,” says Martin. “It’s not easy. Sometimes,
I'm pulling my hair out. But the staff is great. Even
if they aren’t that well-trained, you can see they
want to help, they want to succeed. The majority
of our staff are local, not from the city. They don’t
have any experience, they’re very fresh, but they
want to learn, and they do. I'm really proud of all
the guys here, to see the way they handle guests,
what they’ve been able to achieve.”

Part of the reason the Yeungs chose to put so
much into Kandaya is to help develop the north-
ern part of Cebu province, which has been static
and sluggish, compared to the south. The rise
of Bogo Port nearby has helped, but apart from
Kandaya, there has not been a lot of tourism-
related developments.

“We want to give back,” says Martin. “We
want Kandaya to help spur the development of
the area. The concept of establishing something
new in the north is an opportunity for more, dif-
ferent types of businesses to be introduced here.
We want investors to realize what we have here.
We have beautiful islands [Malapascua and Ban-
tayan, to name two- Ed.]. We want a lot more
traffic to come through here”

Kandaya is certainly a progressive start. We
predict it will be on everyone’s lips in less than
a year, and it will live up to the hype. If only all
Filipino resorts were this good. AD
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Breathtaking sunset view

All kinds of water sports are available to try.
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The entrance lobby of the Hotel building, which boasts 22 suites.
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Kandaya also offers Mix Martial Al
their studio, with a trainer for hire.
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Martin Yeun
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The hotel’s Junior Suite with balcony
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A TV like no other

Just in time for summer, LG Electronics unveils the
country’s largest 105-inch curved super ultra HD
TV. Globally revealed at the Consumer Electronics
Show (CES) in Las Vegas early this year, this spec-
tacular new model 105UC9 boasts of a resolution
of over 11 million pixels (5120 x 2160) —five times
more than on a Full HD TV—and CinemaScope
21:9 aspect ratio. These elements deliver a truly im-
mersive viewing experience with ultra-sharp, life-
like images all over the 105-inch screen and stun-
ning virtual surround sound. To learn more about the
one-of-a-kind LG 10S-inch curved Super Ultra HD
TVs, visit www.lg.com/ph, like LG’s official Facebook
page “LG Philippines” or follow @LG Philippines on

Twitter and Instagram.
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The 105-inch CURVED Super ULTRA HD TV boasts of the same a
Hollywood motion picture with its 21:9 CinemaScope screen that
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movie experience at the comfort of your own home.
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Reliable power protection

In the age of big data, data centers and industrial applications always need to be up and
running to service the most demanding operations in the country’s growing industries.
Even one minute of downtime could lead to hundreds of thousands of pesos, in losses,

hence the need for critical power systems support for data centers. The answer for this

demand is Schneider Electric’s recent innovation, Galaxy VM.

Galaxy VM is a new three-phase UPS that provides power protection as well as
maximum energy efficiency. It also solves major concerns in IT by ensuring uninterrupt-
ed and efficient power, as well as reducing energy consumption and its related costs.

For more information about the Galaxy VM, please visit the Power Management Systems
product website (http://www.apc.com/products/family/index.cfm?id=483) and Schneider
Electric TV (http://tv.schneider-electric.com/site/schneidertv/index.cfm?chnl=Data%20
CenterdvidType=Product%20Showcasedargs=jp/en) for product showcase videos.
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